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Thu
30/5

The Bank Hotel
Istanbul

Fri
31/5

Salt Galata

1Visits to and discussions with
relevant NGOs in small groups.

from
16:30

17:30

18:00

20:30

8:45

9:30

10:30

11:00

Reception in the hotel lobby

Welcome to Istanbul
Beate Ando, Senior Manager Programs
and Alumni, BBUG

Insights into Istanbul?
Anadolo Kualtar

Hrant Dink Foundation
Istanbul Policy Center (IPC)

Dinner
The Bank Hotel Istanbul

Welcome Remarks and Introduction to the Program
Michael Schwarz, Managing Director, BBUG

Beate Ando, Senior Manager Programs
and Alumni, BBUG

Speed Networking

Coffee Break

Turkey 360°

On "New Turkey".

Dr. Gunter Seufert, Author and Founding Head
of the Center for Applied Turkey Studies
On Foreign Policy.

Nigar Goksel, Turkey Representative,
International Crisis Group

On Domestic Policy.

Prof. Dr. Nuray Mert, Author, Professor em.,
Istanbul University

On Demorcratic Drift.

Dr. Berk Esen, Associate Professor,
Sabanci University

Program
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12:15 Lunch Break

13:00 Entrepreneurship and Electromobility in Turkey
M. Giircan Karakas, CEO, TOGG

13:50  Megacities as Focus of Change
Resul Emrah $ahan, Mayor of Sisli

14:50 Coffee Break
15:15  Turkey's Role in Global Diplomacy and Regional Stability
Mehmet Kemal Bozay, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Republic of Turkiye

16:30  Business in Turkey
Ozan Demircan, Turkey correspondent, Handelsblatt

Hiiseyin Gelis, CEO and President, Siemens Turkey
Max Kownatzki, CEO, SunExpress (146. BBUG)

18:00 The economic potentials of Turkey
Cevdet Yilmaz, Vice President, Turkiye

18:45  Transfer to Dinner

19:30 Dinner and Music Act
Restaurant Sarnic,
Cankurtaran, Soguk Cesme Sk. No:26
34122 Fatih/istanbul

S at 9:00 What’s new in the German Government’s Turkey policy?

Johannes Regenbrecht, Consul General,
1/6 German Consulate General, Istanbul
Salt Galata 11:00 Coffee Break

10:00  Group Inputs?

2 Group inputs are presentations by
participants with a 10-minute impulse
followed by a 20-minute discussion 4 Program B—BUG



11:30

12:30
13:15

14:30

17:30

19:30

20:00

9:00

Sun
2/6

Salt Galata

10:30

11:00

12:00

Higher Education in Turkey: The case of Sabanci University
Prof. Dr. Yusuf Leblebici, President, Sabanci University

Prof. Dr. Fuat Keyman, Director and Member of Executive

Board, Istanbul Policy Center

Lunch

Group Work

Cultural Program

The Jewish History of Istanbul
Cultural Treasures of the Old Town
The History of trade on the Bosporus

Free Time

Joint departure from hotel and transfer
to dinner location

Dinner
360 Istanbul

Tomtom Mabh. istiklal Cad. No:163 K: 8,
34433 Beyoglu/istanbul

The Future of Migration Cooperation

Gerald Knaus, Founding Director, European
Stability Initiative (ESI)

Karin Senz, Foreign Correspondent for Turkey, Iran
and Cyprus, Director of the Office German Radio/
Alman Radyosu

Coffee Break

Closing Remarks, Evaluation, Debrief

End of Program

Program
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,Life can't be all
that bad, I'd think
from time to time.
'Whatever happens,
| can always take

a long walk along
the Bosphorus.”

Orhan Pamuk



Anadolu Kultur

Depo Istanbul
Liileci Hendek Caddesi No.12
Tophane 34425, istanbul

Anadolu Kultir was founded
as a not-for-profit cultural
institution in 2002 by Osma
Kavala. Individuals from vari-
ous fields of the art world, the
business world and civil soci-
ety came together to support
the production and sharing
of culture and art in cities
across Turkey and abroad.
Anadolu Kultir continues its
activities with the belief that
cultural and artistic exchange
will help develop mutual
understanding and dialogue
and overcome regional
differences and prejudices,
and that a broader cultural
life will elicit a discussion of
concepts such as citizenship,
identity and belonging.

Anadolu Kultlr's vision is the
dream of a society that has
managed to shed its preju-
dices, that finds nourishment
and enrichment through dif-
ferences and where cultural
diversity is not perceived as a
source of conflict but wealth.

7 Insights into Istanbul

Anadolu Kiltur aims to build
bridges between different
ethnic, religious and regional
groups by sharing culture
and art, supporting region-

al initiatives, emphasizing
cultural diversity and cultural
rights and consolidating
interregional collaboration.

B—BUG



Hrant Dink
Foundation

23.5 Hrant Dink Site of Memory
Halaskargazi Caddesi, Sebat
Apartmani, No: 74/1
Osmanbey 34371 Sisli,
istanbul, Tiirkiye

Hrant Dink Foundation is an
organization established
following the 2007 assas-
sination of Hrant Dink, a
prominent Turkish-Arme-
nian journalist, in order to
"carry on Hrant’s dreams,
Hrant’s struggle, Hrant’s
language and Hrant’s heart".
Among the organization's
specific goals are to mon-
itor hate speech in Turkey,
to study history from a
non-nationalist perspec-
tive especially using oral
history, build relationships
between Turkey, Armenia
and Europe, to conduct
projects on cultural heritage,
to carry out projects and
activities on minority rights,
to shed light on the past and
improve democratization
and human rights in Turkey.

The Foundation defines the
development of a culture

of dialogue, empathy and
peace as the basis of all its
activities, which concentrate
on the following areas:

- working toward equal
opportunity among children
and young people, and
supporting their creativity

8 Insights into Istanbul

- ensuring that cultural
diversity is recognised as a
richness and differences are
acknowledged as a right

- developing cultural rela-
tions among the peoples of
Turkey, Armenia and Europe

- supporting Turkey’s
democratization process

- supporting efforts to write
histories devoid of national-
ism and racism

- gathering articles, photo-
graphs, and documents
about Hrant Dink.

Hrant Dink Foundation
undertakes multifaceted
activities in these areas,
such as publishing books,
creating archives, organiz-
ing film, music, visual arts,
dance and literature events,
organizing awareness
raising events on human
rights, hate speech, minor-
ity rights and giving awards
in memory of Hrant Dink.
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Istanbul Policy
Center (IPC)

Bankalar Cad. No: 2 Minerva Istanbul Policy Center (IPC) Since 2001, IPC has provided
Han 34420 Karakoy, is a global policy research decision makers, opinion
Istanbul, Turkey institution that specializes leaders, and other major
in key social and political stakeholders with objective
issues ranging from democ- analyses and innovative
ratization to climate change, policy recommendations.

transatlantic relations to
conflict resolution and
mediation. IPC organizes
and conducts its research
under six main clusters:

- The Istanbul Policy Center-
Sabanci University-Stiftung
Mercator Initiative

- Climate Change

- Democratization and
Institutional Reform

- SHURA Energy Transition
Center

- Urbanization and Local
Governance

- Conflict Resolution,

Mediation and Living
Together

9 Insights into Istanbul B—BUG
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Mehmet Kemal Bozay
Deputy Minister, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Republic of
Tarkiye

Place and Date of
Birth: Ankara, 1966

Academic Degree: Interna-
tional Relations Department

(graduated in 1988), Middle
East Technical University

Deputy Minister speaks
English. He is married
and has one daughter.

Professional Career:
2023 - Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs and
Director For EU Affairs

2019 - 2023 Ambassador,
Permanent Delegate
of Turkiye to the EU

2016 - 2018 Ambassador,
Deputy Undersecretary
for Europe and EU Affairs

2012 - 2016 Ambassador
of Turkiye in Belgrade

2009 - 2012 Minister Plen-
ipotentiary and Principal

Advisor to the Undersecre-
tary of the Foreign Ministry

2005 - 2009 Deputy
Chief of Mission, Turk-
ish Embassy Tel Aviv
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2003 - 2005 Head of Depart-
ment, Deputy Directorate
General for Middle East

1999 - 2003 Counsellor,
Permanent Mission
of Turkiye to U.N.

1997 - 1999 Deputy Chief
and Chief of Cabinet of the
Minister of Foreign Affairs

1996 - 1997 First Secretary,
Turkish Embassy Sarajevo

1993 - 1996 Second
Secretary, Turkish
Embassy Ljubljana

1991-1993 Third Secretary,
Turkish Embassy Tehran

1990 - 1991 Junior career
diplomat, DG for International
Political Organizations

1990 Military service
1988 - 1990 Junior career

diplomat, Directorate
General (DG) for Gulf States
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Ozan Demircan
Turkey correspondent,
Handelsblatt

Ozan Demircan, originally
from Cologne, Germany,

has been fulfilling the role

of Turkey correspondent

for the esteemed Ger-

man business publication,
Handelsblatt, since 2015.
Presently, he is in the process
of assuming a leadership
position within Handelsblatt.

With a Turkish father and

a German mother, Ozan
brings to his work a dis-
tinctive viewpoint shaped
by a lifetime of observing
and fostering connections
between these two cultures.

His educational journey
includes studies at the Co-
logne School of Journalism,
alongside obtaining a degree
in Economics from the Uni-
versity of Cologne. Further-
more, he pursued a Master of
Arts degree in International
Relations at Bogazici Univer-
sity in Istanbul. Noteworthy is
Ozan's thesis exploration into
the impact of the EU-Turkey
Migration Agreement on
broader EU-Turkey relations.
His compelling argument
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suggests that the agreement
has transitioned the former
rules-based relationship

into a transactional frame-
work, thereby influencing
the bilateral relationship for
the foreseeable future.

Throughout his professional
trajectory, Ozan has con-
ducted insightful interviews
with prominent figures in
the German-Turkish polit-
ical landscape, including
Turkish ministers such as
Turkey’s Finance Minis-

ter Mehmet Simsek, Vice
President Cevdet Yilmaz,
and has interacted with the
last four German Ministers
of Foreign Affairs during
their visits to Turkey, as well
as the last two Chancellors.
He has also engaged with
influential business personal-
ities such as Gurcan Karakag
(TOGG), among others.
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Dr. Berk Esen
Associate Professor, Sabanci
University

Dr. Berk Esen is Associate
Professor of Political Science
at the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences, Sabanci University,
Turkey.

He received his PhD in
Government from Cornell
University in 2015 and was an
IPC-Stiftung Mercator Fellow
in the Center for Applied
Turkey Studies (CATS) at the
German Institute for Interna-
tional and Security Affairs.

His research interests include
the political economy of de-
velopment, party politics and
authoritarian regimes with a
focus on Latin America and
the Middle East. His research
has appeared in academ-

ic journals such as Party
Politics, Journal of Democ-
racy, Third World Quarterly,
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Government and Opposition,
Armed Forces & Society, PS:
Political Science & Politics,
South European Society and
Politics, Journal of Near East
and Balkan Studies, Med-
iterranean Politics, Middle
East Journal, Turkish Studies,
and Southeast European
and Black Sea Studies.

Dr. Esen is the author and
editor of three books on
Turkish politics. He is the re-
cipient of the Sakip Sabanci
International Research Award
for his work on democratic
backsliding in Turkey and
Hungary, as well as the Turk-
ish Science Academy Young
Scientist Award (BAGEP).
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Huseyin Gelis
CEO and President,
Siemens Turkey

Huseyin Gelis, who began his
career at Siemens' telecom-
munications manufacturing
plant in 1976, worked succes-
sively in R&D, manufactur-
ing, PBX systems, planning,
logistics organization, and
strategic purchasing groups.
In 2000, Gelis was appointed
CFO and Vice President of
Siemens India, and in 2005,
he was recognized as one

of the top 10 CFOs among
Fortune 500 companies by
"Business Today" magazine.
On October 1,2007, Gelis was
appointed Chairman and CEO
of Siemens Turkey. Hiseyin
Gelis is responsible for the
overall strategic manage-
ment and leadership of all
Siemens activities in Turkey.

Between 2015 and 2022,
Huseyin Gelis served as

the Chairman of TUSIAD's
Germany Network Working
Group and participated in the
G20/B20 Turkey Digitalization
Working Group in 2015. He
was a Board Member of YAS-
ED between 2017 and 2019
and Vice Chairman of YASED
between 2019 and 2023. In
2018, he signed PWN's Man-
ifesto of CEOs Supporting
Gender Equality and assumed
the role of Equality Ambas-
sador. Gelis has been serving
as the President of the Berlin
Bosphorus Initiative within
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TUSIAD since 2018, and he
has been a member of the
advisory boards at Hacettepe
University, Turkish-German
University, and Izmir Institute
of Technology. Gelis also
holds the position of a High
Advisory Board Member

at Darugsafaka Society.

On November 28, 2017,
Huseyin Gelis was awarded
the Order of Merit by the
President of the Republic of
Germany for his contribu-
tions and the bridge he has
built between Turkey and
Germany in the economic,
political, and cultural fields.
According to the an-
nouncement made after the
Ordinary General Assembly
Meeting of Sabanci Holding
for 2022 held on March 30
2023, he was appointed as an
independent board member.
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Nigar Goksel
Turkey Respresentative,
International Crisis Group

Tlrkiye/Cyprus Director

of the International Crisis
Group since 2015, Nigar
covers domestic security
issues, regional conflicts, and
security challenges involving
Tirkiye and its neighbors.

Most recently she has pro-
duced reports and carried out
advocacy on Ankara’s policies
towards ISIS returnees, the
PKK conflict, and the Cyprus
problem. As Crisis Group
Turkey representative, she
also oversees the Istanbul
office of Crisis Group.

Prior to joining Crisis

Group, for 12 years Nigar

was Editor-in-Chief of the
Istanbul-based policy journal
Turkish Policy Quarterly (TPQ).
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She has worked at a range of
think tanks and civil society
organizations, including: as
Senior Analyst for Turkey and
the Caucasus for the Berlin-
based European Stability
Initiative (ESI), Tlrkiye rep-
resentative of IREX (Interna-
tional Research and Exchang-
es Board), project director at
TESEV (Turkish Economic and
Social Studies Foundation),
and head of International Re-
lations of the ARl Movement.

She began her careerin
Washington DC, where she
worked at the Azerbai-

jan Embassy, followed by
the Washington DC office
of the Turkish Industrial-
ists and Businessmen’s
Association (TUSIAD-US).
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Sergio Roberto Gratteri
Founder & Artistic Coordinator
“Das Haus” Brussels

Shortly after his studies of
musicology and cultural
management at the Univer-
sities of Leuven (BE), Venice
and Rome (IT), he developed
his professional career in the
field of cultural program-
ming and Art mediation with
organizations such as the
International Yehudi Menu-
hin Foundation, Europalia,
Interpreti Veneziani (It), De
Pianofabriek and La Monnaie.

As coordinator of Audi-
ence Engagement Music
and Transversal projects at
BOZAR he developed new
engagement concepts to
attract new audiences for
classical, jazz and world mu-
sic by working with renowned
orchestras and artists such
as the Mahler Chamber
Orchestra, London Sym-
phony Orchestra, Joyce di
Donato, Jazz Lincoln center.

Always looking for innovative
and interdisciplinary models
he has developed and/or
co-programmed a.o. the
Bozar Music Opening Night,
the Big Bang Festival and the
United Music of Brussels pro-
ject, a unique collaboration
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between BOZAR, La Monnaie
and the NOB. In 2021 he
launched DAS HAUS, a new
Brussels performance space
concept dedicated to innova-
tive classical music projects.

Inspired by his strong belief
that art is a powerful tool
for social cohesion, he has
conceived and coordinated
major urban projects such
as Singing Brussels, Home-
lands, Places of belonging
and Sounds for the Soul.

As a freelance curator and
dramaturge, he reqgularly
accompanies festivals, music
ensembles and European cul-
tural institutions such as Esch
2022 Capital of Culture (LU)
in defining new strategies of
mediation with the public and
in setting up refreshing mod-
els of artistic programming.
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M. Glrcan Karakas
CEO, TOGG

M. Glrcan Karakas was
born in Antalya and
grew up in Germany.

He graduated from Middle
East Technical University
(METU) with a dgree in
mechanical engineering.
In the same year he started
his professional life at
Aselsan in Ankara.

In 1990 he joined to Bosch
Group in Turkiye, in 2002

he was assigned as the the
executive board and in 2004
he was promoted to CEO of
Bosch Group in Turkiye.

In 2007 he took over the
leadership of global sales
and the Bosch Car Service
network at the Bosch
Automotive Aftermarket
division in Karlsruhe.

In 2011, he moved to Cor-
porate Headquarters and
started the Lead of strategic
marketing and sales and
automotive strategies at
Bosch Headquarters.
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In 2013 he returned to active
operational business and
became a member of the
Executives Board of Directors
of the Electrical Drives
division with global respon-
sibilities with a focus on the
NAFTA and Asian markets.

After a long and successful
career at Bosch, on Sep-
tember 1, 2018, he took over
responsibility as CEO of the
Turkish mobility brand Togg
and with his own statement
“..he has been living the
dream since then”.
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Prof. Dr. Fuat Keyman
Director and Member
Executive Board, Istanbul
Policy Center

Fuat Keyman is the Direc-
tor of the Istanbul Policy
Center; Vice President for
Institutional Affairs and
Social Impact, and Professor
of International Relations

at Sabanci University.

Keyman is a leading polit-

ical scientist in Turkey and

an expert on globalization,
democratization, interna-
tional relations, Turkey — EU
relations, Turkish foreign
policy, and civil society devel-
opment. He is a member of
the Turkish Science Academy.

In 2013, he was awarded
the Strategic Vision Award
for Scientists by TASAM
(Turkish Asian Center for
Strategic Studies). He has
worked as a member on
the Council of Wise People
as part of the Peace Pro-
cess to the Kurdish issue.

He also serves on advisory
and editorial boards for a
number of respected interna-
tional and national organiza-
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tions as well as for academic
journals. Additionally, he is

a member of the scientific
advisory boards for Austrian
Institute for International
Affairs (OlIP) and The Global
Centre for Pluralism. He has
been the research director
for various projects, such

as Peter Berger and Samuel
Huntington’s Many Globaliza-
tions; Strengthening Checks
and Balances in Turkey, SIDA,
Sweden; Enacting Europe-
an Citizenship, European
Council Framework 7 Project;
Mapping Civil Society in
Turkey, CIVICUS; and re-
ceived a prestigious grant
on urbanization from the
Scientific and Technological
Research Council of Turkey.

Since 2002, as well as his
academic work, Keyman
has been sharing his ideas
and analysis of Turkey in

a global context through
various newspaper col-
umns and TV programs.
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Gerald Knaus
Founding Chairman, European
Stability Initiative (ESI)

Gerald Knaus (Austria) is the
European Stability Initia-
tive’s (ESI) founding chair-
man. In 2021, he received
the Karl Carstens Award by
the German Federal Acad-
emy for Security Policy.

In 2020, he published the
award-winning SPIEGEL
bestseller “Welche Gren-
zen brauchen wir?2” (“What
Borders Do We Need?”) and
in 2011, he wrote the book
“Can Intervention Work?2”
with the British writer and
politician Rory Stewart.

He is a founding member
of the European Council on
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Foreign Relations and was for
five years an Associate Fellow
at the Carr Center for Human
Rights Policy at Harvard
University’s Kennedy School.
After studying in Oxford,
Brussels, and Bologna, he
taught university econom-
ics in Ukraine and spent ten
years working for NGOs and
international organisations in
Bulgaria, Bosnia and Kosovo
and has published extensively
on migration, the rule of law
in Europe and refugee issues,
as well as on corruption.

He writes the blog www.
rumeliobserver.eu and
tweets on @rumeliobserver
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Max Kownatzki
CEO, SunExpress
(Lufthansa Group)
(146. BBUG)

Max Kownatzki (52) start-
ed his career in 2002 at
the strategy consultancy
Oliver Wyman in New York
and Munich. Until 2013, he
advised clients from the
airline industry as Senior
Partner with a special focus
on strategic alliances and
commercial airline topics.

In 2013 he was appointed
Chief Strategy Officer of the
Australian Jetstar Group,

a subsidiary of Qantas
Airways. Two years later, in
2015 he joined Lufthansa as
Chief Commercial Officer of
Eurowings Europe and then
headed the establishment
and development of the com-
pany within the Wings Pro-
ject. Subsequently, as Senior
Vice President he was in
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charge of business develop-
ment at Eurowings. From 2017
to 2020, he was responsible
for network planning, fleet
and alliances of the hub air-
lines Lufthansa, Swiss, Austri-
an, Brussels Airlines and also
a member of the Supervisory
Board of Air Dolomiti.

Max Kownatzki studied
business administration in
St. Gallen, Switzerland, and
subsequently obtained his
doctoral degree. He has
the German as well as the
US citizenship and holds a
commercial pilot’s license.

As the father of two, Max
Kownatzki, has been the
CEO of SunExpress, the
German-Turkish leisure
airline, since April 15, 2020.
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Prof. Dr. Yusuf Leblebici
President, Sabanci
University

Yusuf Leblebici received the
B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees in
electrical engineering from
Istanbul Technical University,
Istanbul, Turkey, in 1984 and
1986, respectively, and the
Ph.D. degree in electrical
and computer engineering
from the University of lllinois,
Urbana-Champaign (UIUC),
IL, USA, in 1990. Between
1991 and 2000, he worked as
a faculty member at UIUC, at
Istanbul Technical University,
and at Worcester Polytech-
nic Institute (WPI) where he
established and directed

the VLSI Design Laboratory.
From 1999 to 2002, he also
served as the Microelec-
tronics Program Coordina-
tor at Sabanci University.

In 2002, Yusuf Leblebici
became a Chair Professor at
the Swiss Federal Institute
of Technology in Lausanne
(EPFL) and Director of the
Microelectronic Systems
Laboratory. In November
2018, he was appointed
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as President of Sabanci
University. His research
interests include the design
of high-speed CMOS digital
and mixed-signal integrated
circuits, computer-aided
design of VLSI systems,
intelligent sensor interfaces,
modeling and simulation of
semiconductor devices, and
VLSl reliability analysis. He is
the co-author of seven books
(including two internation-
ally acclaimed textbooks),
as well as more than 250
articles published in various
journals and conferences.

Yusuf Leblebici has been the
recipient of the prestigious
Young Scientist Award of the
Turkish Scientific and Tech-
nological Research Council in
1995, and the "Joseph S. Satin
Distinguished Fellow Award"
in 1999. He was elected as an
IEEE Fellow in 2009, and as

a Distinguished Lecturer of
the IEEE Circuits and Systems
Society for 2010-2011.
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Prof. Dr. Nuray Mert
Author, Prof. em. of Istanbul
University

Retired from istanbul
University, Faculty of
Economics, Department
of Political Science and
International Studies

1983 B.A. Bogazici University,
Faculty of Administrative
Sciences, Department

of Political Science

1983 B.A. Bogazici University,
Faculty of Arts and Sciences,
Department of History

1985 M.A. Institute of
Social Sciences, History

1992 Ph.D. Institute of Social
Sciences, Political Science

1987 Recognized Student,
Oxford University

1989-90 Visiting Ph.D

student, Oxford University,
St. Antony’s College
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2012 October, Visiting
Scholar, Stanford University,
Humanities Center

Activist, Writer, Columnist,
TV host and commentator

Participant of various
international forums

and conferences,

including Alpbach Forum
(twice) and Bilderberg (once)

Academic studies on Turkish
politics, history of moderniza-
tion, Islamism & conservatism

Journalistic field: Turkish
politics, MidEast politics
and society

Books on secularism in Turkey,
right wing politics in Turkey,
Western politics of Islam
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Johannes Regenbrecht
Consul General, German
Consulate General, Istanbul

Johannes Regenbrecht
joined the Federal Foreign
Office (FFO) in 1987. His first
posting was in 1989, when

he was appointed First
Secretary in the Economic
Department of the Embassy
in Mexico City. In 1992 he was
transferred to the Embassy
in Minsk, where he worked

in the Political Department
as First Secretary/ Embas-
sy Counsellor. In 1995, he
returned to the headquarters
of the FFO and worked as a
consultant in the department
"Economic Relations with
Russia, Ukraine and Belarus".

In 1997 he became Perma-
nent Representative at the
Embassy in Beirut, before
returning to Berlin in 2000
and becoming Deputy Head
of Section in the "Interna-
tional Conferences" and
"Southern Africa" depart-
ments. From 2003-2004,
Mr. Regenbrecht became
Deputy Political Director

in the Office of the Special
Representative of the United
Nations Secretary-General
during the United Nations
Mission in Pristina/Kosovo
(UNMIK). Thereupon he be-
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came envoy at the embassy
in Kievin 2004. In 2007, Mr.
Regenbrecht became Head
of the department "Central
Asia and Southern Caucasus"
at the FFO. From 2010-2014
he was envoy at the Embassy
in Seoul, before he served

as Ukraine Special Repre-
sentative/Ambassador and
Head of the Ukraine Task
Force at the Headquarters

in Berlin from 2014-2016.

In 2016 Mr. Regenbrecht
completed an intensive
Chinese language course in
Berlin, Nanjing and Beijing;
in 2017 he became envoy at
the embassy in Beijing. Since
September 2020 Johannes
Regenbrecht is Consul
General at the German Con-
sulate General in Istanbul.

Johannes Regenbrecht is
married and has two children.
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Resul Emrah Sahan
Mayor of Sisli

Er wurde 1982 in Ankara
geboren.

2005 schloss er sein Studium
an der Mimar Sinan Fine Arts
University, Fakultat fur Archi-
tektur, Abteilung fur Stadt-
und Regionalplanung, ab.

Von 2005 bis 2006 arbeitete
er im Istanbul Metropoli-
tan Municipality, Istanbul
Metropolitan Planning

and Design Center. Er war
an der Entwicklung zahl-
reicher Plane und Projekte
fur historische Stadtge-
biete in Istanbul beteiligt.
Zwischen 2006 und 2014
grindete er sein eigenes
Unternehmen und erbrach-
te Beratungsleistungen

flr Verkehrs-, Infrastruk-
tur- und stadtepolitische
Entwicklungsstudien.
Zwischen 2014 und 2019 ent-
wickelte und implementierte
er Projekte der Gemeinde
Beylikduzu Projekte zur
partizipativen Stadtpla-
nung und zu F&E-Studien.
Er GUbernahm eine flhrende
Rolle in der Studie Beylik-
diza Vision 2030. Wahrend
des Kandidatur von Ekrem
imamoglu leitete er die
Erstellung des Wahpro-
gramms Als Vorsitzender
der Istanbuler Planungs-
agentur und Vorstands-
vorsitzender von Bimtas.
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Von 2019 bis 2023 wur-

de er zu einem der wirk-
samsten Akteure bei der
Vereinheitlichung der bei
den Kommunalwahlen ver-
sprochenen Stadtpolitik
unter dem Dach des ,Is-
tanbul 2050 Vision Plan”.

Von 2019 bis 2023 wurde er
zu einem der wirksamsten
Akteure bei der Vereinheit-
lichung der bei den Kommu-
nalwahlen versprochenen
Stadtpolitik unter dem Dach
des ,Istanbul 2050 Vision
Plan”. Wahrend dieser Zeit
flhrte er als stellvertre-
tender Blrgermeister von
Sisli die Hauptkoordination
der Arbeiten , Stadtumbau
und Planung in Sisli” durch.
Erist einer der fUhrenden
Namen bei der Erstellung
des ,Sisli- Katastrophen-
managementplans”.

Resul Emrah Sahan ist ver-
heiratet und hat eine Tochter.
Bei den Kommunalwahlen
2024 wurde er als CHP-Kan-
didat mit einer Rekordzahl

an Stimmen zum Burger-
meister von Sisli gewahlt.
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Karin Senz

Foreign Correspondent for
Turkey, Iran and Cyprus,
Director of the Office
German Radio/Alman Radyosu

Karin Senz is head of the
ARD radio office in Istanbul
and correspondent for
Turkey, Iran and Cyprus.

She has lived in Istanbul

for almost seven years. In
addition to current affairs
reporting, she produces
numerous features for
Deutschlandfunk DLF and
other ARD broadcasters, for
example on the future pros-
pects of young people, the
2023 elections in Turkey and
life under sanctions in Iran.

Before working as a corre-
spondent in Istanbul, Karin
Senz worked several times

in the ARD capital studio in
Berlin. Among other things,
she accompanied the recon-
struction work of the German
army, the German police and
development aid workers in
Afghanistan in 2002. Later
she was in the ARD studio
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in Cairo several times. She
traveled to Saudi Arabia
and Lebanon for reports.

From 2015 to 2017, Karin
Senz worked as an ARD
crisis reporter in the refugee
camp in Idomeni, Greece,
among other places.

While working for SWR in
Stuttgart, she co-initiated
the "Correspondents go
to school" project, which
is now called "Journalism
goes to school".

She grew up in Nordlingen
in Bavaria. After school,

she lived in the USA for a
year and studied "Media
Ethics", among other things.
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Dr. Gunter Seufert

Author and Founding Head
of the Center for Applied
Turkey Studies

Gunter Seufertis a free
lance author of books
and expert opinions.

In 2023 he left the German
Institute for International
and Security Affairs (SWP) in
Berlin where he worked for
14 years first as research-

er and policy consultant
and later as the founding
head of the Center for
Applied Turkey Studies.

Prior to this, Seufert taught
as visiting associate pro-
fessor at the University of
Cyprus, Nicosia and acted
as the academic director of
the Institute of the German
Oriental Society (DMG) in
Istanbul, today one of the
Max-Weber-Institutes.
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For several years he was

an Istanbul-based journal-
ist for German-speaking
print media and free lance
author. Seufert holds a

PhD in sociology from the
University of Bremen and did
post-doctoral research at
the University of Lausanne.
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Cevdet Yilmaz
Vice President, Turkiye

Cevdet Yilmaz was born
in Bingdl in 1967.

Graduated from the Middle
East Technical Universi-
ty Department of Public
Administration with a first
class honors degree, Mr.
Yilmaz attained his mas-
ter’s degree from Denver
University Department of
International Studies, and
doctorate’s degree from
Bilkent University Depart-
ment of Political Science
and Public Administration.

Mr. Yilmaz served as the
Director General of Rela-
tions with the European
Union at the Prime Ministry
Undersecretariat of State
Planning Organization, and a
member of the boards of the
Turkish National Agency, the
European Union Research
and Application Center
(ATAUM) and Stimer Hali.
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Elected as Bingdl deputy at
23rd, 24th, 26th and 27th
terms, and as Diyarbakir at
25th term, Mr. Yilmaz served
as the Head of the Turkish
Group at the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union (IPU). He served as
a State Minister at the 60th
Government, as the Minister
of Development at the 61st,
62nd and 64th Governments,
and as a Deputy Prime Minis-
ter at the 63rd Government.
He was a member of the AK
Party CDAC, and AK Party
Deputy Chair in charge of
Foreign Relations and Eco-
nomic Affairs. Between No-
vember 2020 and June 2023,
Mr. Yilmaz served as the Head
of the Committee on Plan-
ning and Budget at the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye.
He has been serving as Vice
President since June 3, 2023.

Fluent in English, Mr. Yilmaz
is married with two children.
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BBUG Executive
Board & Trustees

The “Baden-Baden Entrepreneur Talks” (BBUG e.V.) are a not
for profit association established in 1955.

Today, about 120 of the most important German companies,
primarily from industry, make up its membership, including
almost all of the DAX-40 corporations as well as a substan-
tial number of medium-sized ‘global players’ of the German
“Mittelstand”. Together they represent the backbone of the

German economy.

Dr. Kurt Bock, Chairman of
the Supervisory Board, BASF
SE, Ludwigshafen (106. BBUG)
(Chair)

Dr. Christine Bortenlanger, Exe-
cutive Member of the Board,
Deutsches Aktieninstitut eV,
Frankfurt (122. BBUG)

(Deputy Chair)

Dr. Stephan Leithner, Member
of the Board, Deutsche Borse
AG, Frankfurt (117. BBUG)
(Treasurer)

Kerstin Andreae, Chairwoman
of the Management, BDEW
(Federal Association of Energy
and Water Management),
Berlin (134. BBUG)

Hubertus von Baumbach,
Chairman of the Board of
Managing Directors, C. H.
Boehringer Sohn AG & Co. KG,
Ingelheim (123. BBUG)

Birgit Bohle, Member of the
Board for Human Resources
and Legal Affairs, Labor
Director, Deutsche Telekom
AG, Frankfurt (135. BBUG)

Dr. Thomas Buberl, CEO, AXA
Group, Paris (130. BBUG)

Tanja Gonner, General Directo-
rate, BDI (Federation of German
Industry), Berlin

Dr-Ing. Stefan Hartung, Chair-
man of the Board of Manage-
ment, Robert Bosch GmbH,
Gerlingen-Schillerhdhe

(128. BBUG)

Ola Kallenius, Chairman of the

Board of Management, Merce-
des-Benz Group AG, Stuttgart

(129. BBUG)

Dr-Ing. E.h. Peter Leibinger,
Chairman of the Supervisory
Board, Leibinger SE, Ditzingen
(112. BBUG)
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Helene von Roeder, Member of
the Executive Board and Chief
Financial Officer, Merck KGaA,

Darmstadt (130. BBUG)

Karl von Rohr, former Deputy
CEOQ, Deutsche Bank AG,
Frankfurt (129. BBUG)

Dr. Karl-Ludwig Kley, Chairman
of the Supervisory Board, Deut-
sche Lufthansa AG, Frankfurt
am Main (101. BBUG)

(Honorary Chair)

Peter Adrian, President, DIHK
(Association of German
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry), Berlin

Oliver Bate, CEQ, Allianz SE,
Munich

Burkhard Balz, Member of the
Executive Board, Deutsche
Bundesbank, Frankfurt

(133. BBUG)
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Dr-Ing. Leonhard Birnbaum,
CEQO, E.ON SE, Essen

Dr. Roland Busch, CEO,
Siemens AG, Munich

Dr. Rainer Dulger, President,
BDA (German Federation of
Employers’ Associations),
Berlin

Belén Garijo, M.D., Chair of
the Executive Board and CEO,
Merck KGaA, Darmstadt

Jochen Hanebeck, CEO,
Infineon Technologies AG,
Neubiberg

Martin Jager, Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of
Germany to Ukraine (128. BBUG)

Hartmut Jenner, CEO and
Chairman of the Management
Board, Alfred Karcher SE & Co.
KG, Winnenden (111. BBUG)

Christian Klein, CEO, SAP SE,
Walldorf

Carsten Knobel, CEO,
Henkel AG & Co. KGaA,
Dusseldorf

Dr. Manfred Knof, CEO,
Commerzbank AG, Frankfurt

Christian Kullmann, CEO,
Evonik Industries AG, Essen

Dr. Karl Lamprecht, CEO,
Carl Zeiss AG, Oberkochen

Dr. Richard Lutz, CEOQ,
Deutsche Bahn AG, Berlin

Andrea Nahles, Chairwoman of
the Executive Board, Federal
Employment Agency (BA)

Prof. Dr-Ing. Siegfried Russwurm,
President, BDI (Federation of
German Industry), Berlin

(121. BBUG)

Wolfgang Schmidt, Member of
the German Bundestag, Head

of the Federal Chancellery and
Federal Minister for Special Tasks,
Berlin (135. BBUG)

Dipl-Wirtsch-Ing. Carsten Spohr,
CEO, Deutsche Lufthansa AG,
Frankfurt (123. BBUG)

Michael Theurer, Member of the
German Bundestag and Parlia-
mentary State Secretary to the
Federal Minister for Digital and
Transport, Berlin (140. BBUG)

Angela Titzrath, CEO, Hamburger
Hafen und Logistik AG, Hamburg
(121. BBUG)

Sonja Warntges, CEO, Branicks
Group AG, Frankfurt (135. BBUG)

Lars Wagner, CEO, MTU Aero
Engines AG, Munich (144. BBUG)

Oliver Zipse, CEO, BMW AG,
Munich (127. BBUG)
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Code of
Conduct

BBUG provides a safe and
open space where executives
come together to exchange
ideas, learn, reflect and crit-
ically address the predomi-
nant questions of society and
economy. In order to maintain
the immediacy and openness
that characterize our unique
climate of open dialogue, we
must ensure that participants
can be certain that every-
thing they say will remain
confidential - not only in the
plenary discussion, but also
during private conversations.

At every BBUG event, the
Chatham House Rule applies
as our mandatory minimum
standard of confidentiality. It
postulates that participants
are free to use the informa-
tion received, but neither the
identity nor the affiliation of
the speaker may be disclosed
without that person’s explicit
permission. Participants at
BBUG events agree to abide
by this agreed-upon standard
of confidentiality.

Please be considerate when
using social media. It would
violate the spirit of BBUG to
quote speakers or other par-
ticipants, or to publish images
of others who are not aware
they are being photographed.
At the same time, we encour-

age you to share personal
experiences, thoughts and
reflections on social media
and through other channels.

Our tenet is simple: Please re-
spect the confidential space
provided by BBUG and treat
others the way you wish to be
treated by them.

By registering for and par-
ticipating in the conference
you agree to grant BBUG
permission to freely use any
photographs and/or video
footage of you taken during
your participation without
remuneration for marketing
and publicity purposes.

Dress appropriately, we
recommend smart casual.
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Conference Venue

Salt Galata
Bankalar Caddesi 11
Karakoy 34421 Istanbul

Hotel

The Bank Hotel Istanbul
Azapkapi, Bankalar Cd. No:5 Karakody,
34421 Beyoglu/Istanbul

Gall GmbH

Sultana Langnaese
M +49 162 2981726

BBUG Team

Michael Schwarz
Managing Director
M +49 1719333572

Beate Ando

Senior Manager Programs
and Alumni

M +49 15122542905

Arthur Tarnowski

Senior Manager Programs
and Alumni

M +49 15111157869

Baden-Badener
Unternehmer Gesprache eV.
Lichtentaler Straf3e 92
76530 Baden-Baden
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