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Reception in the Hotel Lobby

Welcome to Istanbul
Beate Ando, Senior Manager Programs and Alumni, BBUG

Insights into Istanbul1
Anadolu Kültür 
Greek-Orthodox Patriarchate
Hrant Dink Foundation

Dinner

The Bank Hotel  
Istanbul

Salt Galata 

Welcome remarks and introduction to the program
Michael Schwarz, Managing Director, BBUG

Beate Ando, Senior Manager Programs
and Alumni, BBUG

Speed Networking

Coffee Break

Turkey 360°

On "New Turkey".
Dr. Günter Seufert, Author and Founding Head
of the Center for Applied Turkey Studies

On Foreign Politics.
Barçın Yinanç, Journalist

On Demorcratic Drift.
Dr. Berk Esen, Associate Professor,
Sabanci University

The role of Turkey in a new global landscape
Nuh Yilmaz, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Turkey

Lunch

16:30

17:30

18:00

20:30

9:00

9:30

10:30

11:00

12:00

12:45

Thu  
31/10

Fri  
1/11

Program
1 Visits to and discussions with
relevant NGOs in small groups.
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Megacities as focus of change
Ekrem İmamoğlu, Mayor, City of Istanbul

What's new in the German government's Turkey policy? 
Dr. Regine Grienberger, General Consul,
German Consulate General

Coffee Break

Group Inputs2

Business in Turkey
Cevdet Alemdar, President, Sabanci Holding's Mobility  
Solutions SBU and Chairperson of the board, TUSIAD  
Chapter Zero Steering Committee

Ozan Demircan, Turkey correspondent,
Handelsblatt

Dr. Hüseyin Gelis, CEO and President, Siemens Turkey

Ayşem Sargın, Managing Director, Boeing Türkiye &  
Central Asia

Moderation: Max Kownatzki, CEO, SunExpress

Return to hotel

Departure from hotel and transfer by boat to dinner

Dinner 
Restaurant Del Mare 
Kuleli Caddesi No:45/1, 34680 Istanbul

14:00

14:30

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:30

18:15

19:30

Continued  
Fri 1/11

Program

Education in Turkey
Prof. Dr. Yusuf Leblebici, President, Sabanci University

Daniel Grütjen, Executive Director, Deutsch-Türkische 
Jugendbrücke gGmbH

Group Inputs

9:00

10:00

Sat  
2/11

2 Group inputs are presentations by 
participants with a 10-minute impulse 
followed by a 20-minute discussion

Salt Galata 
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Coffee Break

Navigating Turkey's economic landscape: Adapting to 
current challenges and opportunities
Mehmet Şimşek, Minister of Treasury and Finance, 
Republic of Turkey

Group Workshop

Lunch

Cultural Program
The Jewish History of Istanbul
Cultural Treasures of the Old Town
The History of Trade on the Bosporus

Followed by free time

Joint departure from hotel and transfer to dinner location

Dinner
360 Istanbul
Tomtom Mah. İstiklal Cad. No:163 K: 8, 34433  
Beyoğlu/İstanbul

The future of migration cooperation
Gerald Knaus, Founding Director, European 
Stability Initiative

Karin Senz, Broadcasting Editor, SWR

Moderation: Günter Seufert, Author and Founding 
Head of the Center for Applied Turkey Studies

Coffee Break

Closing Remarks, Evaluation, Debrief

End of Program

11:00

11:30

12:30

13:15

14:00

19:30

20:00

09:00

10:30

11:00

12:00

Continued  
Sat 2/11

Sun  
3/11
Salt Galata 
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„Life can't be all
that bad,' I'd think
from time to time.
'Whatever happens,
I can always take
a long walk along
the Bosphorus.“

Orhan Pamuk



7 Insights into Istanbul

Anadolu Kültür

Anadolu Kültür was founded  
as a not-for-profit cultural insti-
tution in 2002 by Osma Kavala. 
Individuals from various fields 
of the art world, the business 
world and civil society came 
together to support the pro-
duction and sharing of culture 
and art in cities across Turkey 
and abroad. Anadolu Kültür 
continues its activities with the 
belief that cultural and artistic 
exchange will help develop 
mutual understanding and  
dialogue and overcome regional 
differences and prejudices, and 
that a broader cultural life will 
elicit a discussion of concepts 
such as citizenship, identity and 
belonging. 

Anadolu Kültür's vision is the 
dream of a society that has 
managed to shed its prejudic-
es, that finds nourishment and 
enrichment through differenc-
es and where cultural diversity 
is not perceived as a source of 
conflict but wealth. Anadolu 

Kültür aims to build bridges be-
tween different ethnic, religious 
and regional groups by sharing 
culture and art, supporting 
regional initiatives, emphasizing 
cultural diversity and cultural 
rights and consolidating inter-
regional collaboration.

Depo Istanbul
Lüleci Hendek Caddesi No.12
Tophane 34425, İstanbul, 
Türkiye
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Greek-Orthodox 
Patriarchate

The Patriarchal Cathedral 
Church of St. George (Greek: 
Πατριαρχικός Ναός του Αγίου 
Γεωργίου; Turkish: Aya Yorgi 
Kilisesi) is the principal Eastern 
Orthodox cathedral located in 
Istanbul, and, as Constantino-
ple, capital of the Byzantine 
Empire until 1453, and of the 
Ottoman Empire until 1922.

Since about 1600, it has been 
the seat of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople 
whose leader is regarded as 
the primus inter pares (first 
among equals) in the East-
ern Orthodox Church, and is 
frequently looked upon as 
the spiritual leader of the 300 
million Orthodox Christians 
worldwide.

Dr Sadık Ahmet Cad. No:19
34083 İstanbul, Türkiye

8
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Hrant Dink
Foundation

Hrant Dink Foundation is an or-
ganization established following 
the 2007 assassination of Hrant 
Dink, a prominent Turkish-Ar-
menian journalist, in order 
to "carry on Hrant’s dreams, 
Hrant’s struggle, Hrant’s 
language and Hrant’s heart". 
Among the organization's 
specific goals are to monitor 
hate speech in Turkey, to study 
history from a non-nationalist 
perspective especially using 
oral history, build relationships 
between Turkey, Armenia and 
Europe, to conduct projects 
on cultural heritage, to carry 
out projects and activities on 
minority rights, to shed light on 
the past and improve democ-
ratization and human rights in 
Turkey.

The Foundation defines the 
development of a culture of 
dialogue, empathy and peace 
as the basis of all its activities, 
which concentrate on the  
following areas:

– working toward equal 
   opportunity among children
   and young people, and 
   supporting their creativity

– ensuring that cultural 
   diversity is recognised as a
   richness and differences are
   acknowledged as a right

– developing cultural relations
    among the peoples of Turkey,
    Armenia and Europe

– supporting Turkey’s 
   democratization process

– supporting efforts to write
    histories devoid of 
    nationalism and racism

– gathering articles,  
    photographs, and  
    documents about 
    Hrant Dink.

Hrant Dink Foundation under-
takes multifaceted activities in 
these areas, such as publishing 
books, creating archives, or-
ganizing film, music, visual arts, 
dance and literature events, 
organizing awareness raising 
events on human rights, hate 
speech, minority rights and 
giving awards in memory of 
Hrant Dink.

23.5 Hrant Dink Site of Memory
Halaskargazi Caddesi, Sebat
Apartmanı, No: 74/1
Osmanbey 34371 Şişli,
İstanbul, Türkiye

9
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„Fight for the 
things that you 
care about, but 
do it in a way that 
will lead others to 
join you.“

Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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Cevdet Alemdar
President, Sabanci Holding's 
Mobility Solutions SBU and 
Chairperson of the board, 
TUSIAD Chapter Zero Steering 
Committee

Cevdet Alemdar joined 
Sabancı Group in 1993 and 
took various leadership 
positions, respectively in 
Beksa, Sakosa, Kordsa, Temsa 
Is Makinalari and Brisa. 

During first half of his career, 
he has lead manufacturing 
investments in Türkiye and 
managed factories serving 
to tire industries in Brazil, 
Thailand and China. Return-
ing to Türkiye, he has steered 
Kordsa’s R&D and innovation 
processes as VP of Technolo-
gy and Market Development.

From 2013 onwards, as CEO, 
he steered Temsa Is Mak-
inalari to transform from 
a construction equipment 
company to a Komatsu 
heavy machine and Volvo 
truck provider in Türkiye. 
Next, from 2017 onwards, 
he lead Brisa, a joint venture 
of Bridgestone ve Sabancı 
Holding, a prominent tire 
manufacturing venture in the 
world and leader of Türkiye’s 
tire and mobility solutions. 
From April 2020 onwards, he 
worked as Sabancı Holding’s 
Industrials SBU President. 
Since April 2024, he is leading 
Sabancı Holding’s Mobility 
Soluitons SBU as President. 
He is also the Chairperson 
of the Board of Brisa, Temsa 
Skoda Transportation and 
Temsa Motorlu Araclar, mem-
ber of the board of Teknosa.

He is SUNUM’s  (Sabancı 
University Nanotechnology 
Research and Application 
Center) Chairperson of the 
Board, TUSIAD’s board mem-
ber, Chapter Zero Steering 
Committee Chairperson and 
Bogazici University alumni. 
Mr. Alemdar's career reflects 
a breadth of experience in 
industrial engineering and 
business management across 
different regions and sectors.

Cevdet Alemdar holds a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Engineering 
from Boğaziçi University, 
obtained in 1992, and an 
MBA from Sabancı Univer-
sity, completed in 2000.
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Ozan Demircan
Turkey correspondent,
Handelsblatt

Ozan Demircan, originally 
from Cologne, Germany, 
has been fulfilling the role 
of Turkey correspondent 
for the esteemed Ger-
man business publication, 
Handelsblatt, since 2015. 
Presently, he is in the process 
of assuming a leadership 
position within Handelsblatt.

With a Turkish father and 
a German mother, Ozan 
brings to his work a dis-
tinctive viewpoint shaped 
by a lifetime of observing 
and fostering connections 
between these two cultures.

His educational journey 
includes studies at the Co-
logne School of Journalism, 
alongside obtaining a degree 
in Economics from the Uni-
versity of Cologne. Further-
more, he pursued a Master of 
Arts degree in International 
Relations at Bogazici Univer-
sity in Istanbul. Noteworthy is 
Ozan's thesis exploration into 
the impact of the EU-Turkey 
Migration Agreement on 
broader EU-Turkey relations. 
His compelling argument 
suggests that the agreement 
has transitioned the former 
rules-based relationship 
into a transactional frame-
work, thereby influencing 
the bilateral relationship for 
the foreseeable future.

Throughout his professional 
trajectory, Ozan has con-
ducted insightful interviews 
with prominent figures in 
the German-Turkish polit-
ical landscape, including 
Turkish ministers such as 
Turkey’s Finance Minis-
ter Mehmet Simsek, Vice 
President Cevdet Yilmaz, 
and has interacted with the 
last four German Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs during 
their visits to Turkey, as well 
as the last two Chancellors. 
He has also engaged with 
influential business personal-
ities such as Gürcan Karakaş 
(TOGG), among others.
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Dr. Berk Esen
Associate Professor,  
Sabancı University

Dr. Berk Esen is Associ-
ate Professor of Political 
Science at the Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences, Sa-
bancı University, Turkey. 

He received his PhD in 
Government from Cornell 
University in 2015 and was an 
IPC-Stiftung Mercator Fellow 
in the Center for Applied 
Turkey Studies (CATS) at the 
German Institute for Interna-
tional and Security Affairs. 

His research interests include 
the political economy of de-
velopment, party politics and 
authoritarian regimes with a 
focus on Latin America and 
the Middle East. His research 
has appeared in academ-
ic journals such as Party 
Politics, Journal of Democ-
racy, Third World Quarterly, 
Government and Opposition, 
Armed Forces & Society, PS: 

Political Science & Politics, 
South European Society and 
Politics, Journal of Near East 
and Balkan Studies, Med-
iterranean Politics, Middle 
East Journal, Turkish Studies, 
and Southeast European 
and Black Sea Studies. 

Dr. Esen is the author and 
editor of three books on 
Turkish politics. He is the re-
cipient of the Sakıp Sabancı 
International Research Award 
for his work on democratic 
backsliding in Turkey and 
Hungary, as well as the Turk-
ish Science Academy Young 
Scientist Award (BAGEP).
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Dr. Hüseyin Gelis
CEO and President,
Siemens Turkey

Hüseyin Gelis, who began his 
career at Siemens' telecom-
munications manufacturing 
plant in 1976, worked succes-
sively in R&D, manufactur-
ing, PBX systems, planning, 
logistics organization, and 
strategic purchasing groups. 
In 2000, Gelis was appointed 
CFO and Vice President of 
Siemens India, and in 2005, 
he was recognized as one 
of the top 10 CFOs among 
Fortune 500 companies by 
"Business Today" magazine. 
On October 1, 2007, Gelis was 
appointed Chairman and CEO 
of Siemens Turkey. Hüseyin 
Gelis is responsible for the 
overall strategic manage-
ment and leadership of all 
Siemens activities in Turkey. 

Between 2015 and 2022, 
Hüseyin Gelis served as 
the Chairman of TÜSİAD's 
Germany Network Working 
Group and participated in the 
G20/B20 Turkey Digitalization 
Working Group in 2015. He 
was a Board Member of YAS-
ED between 2017 and 2019 
and Vice Chairman of YASED 
between 2019 and 2023. In 
2018, he signed PWN's Man-
ifesto of CEOs Supporting 
Gender Equality and assumed 
the role of Equality Ambas-
sador. Gelis has been serving 
as the President of the Berlin 
Bosphorus Initiative within 

TÜSİAD since 2018, and he 
has been a member of the 
advisory boards at Hacettepe 
University, Turkish-German 
University, and Izmir Institute 
of Technology. Gelis also 
holds the position of a High 
Advisory Board Member 
at Darüşşafaka Society. 

On November 28, 2017, 
Hüseyin Gelis was awarded 
the Order of Merit by the 
President of the Republic of 
Germany for his contribu-
tions and the bridge he has 
built between Turkey and 
Germany in the economic, 
political, and cultural fields. 
According to the an-
nouncement made after the 
Ordinary General Assembly 
Meeting of Sabancı Holding 
for 2022 held on March 30 
2023, he was appointed as an 
independent board member.
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Sergio Roberto Gratteri
Founder & Artistic Coordinator
“Das Haus” Brussels

Shortly after his studies of 
musicology and cultural 
management at the Univer-
sities of Leuven (BE), Venice 
and Rome (IT), he developed 
his professional career in the 
field of cultural program-
ming and Art mediation with 
organizations such as the 
International Yehudi Menu-
hin Foundation, Europalia, 
Interpreti Veneziani (It), De 
Pianofabriek and La Monnaie.

As coordinator of Audi-
ence Engagement Music 
and Transversal projects at 
BOZAR he developed new 
engagement concepts to 
attract new audiences for 
classical, jazz and world mu-
sic by working with renowned 
orchestras and artists such 
as the Mahler Chamber 
Orchestra, London Sym-
phony Orchestra, Joyce di 
Donato, Jazz Lincoln center.

Always looking for innovative 
and interdisciplinary models 
he has developed and/or 
co-programmed a.o. the 
Bozar Music Opening Night, 
the Big Bang Festival and the 
United Music of Brussels pro-
ject, a unique collaboration 

between BOZAR, La Monnaie 
and the NOB. In 2021 he 
launched DAS HAUS, a new 
Brussels performance space 
concept dedicated to innova-
tive classical music projects.

Inspired by his strong belief 
that art is a powerful tool 
for social cohesion, he has 
conceived and coordinated 
major urban projects such 
as Singing Brussels, Home-
lands, Places of belonging 
and Sounds for the Soul.

As a freelance curator and 
dramaturge, he regularly 
accompanies festivals, music 
ensembles and European cul-
tural institutions such as Esch 
2022 Capital of Culture (LU) 
in defining new strategies of 
mediation with the public and 
in setting up refreshing mod-
els of artistic programming.



17

Dr. Regine Grienberger
General Consul, German
Consulate General, Istanbul

Dr. Regine Grienberger war 
Botschafterin für Cyber-
außen- und Cybersicherheit-
spolitik im Auswärtigen Amt. 
Ihr beruflicher Werdegang 
konzentrierte sich auf die 
EU-Außen- sowie die EU-Fi-
nanz- und Wirtschaftspolitik 
mit Schwerpunkt auf die 
allgemeine Agrarpolitik.

Frau Grienberger war 
stellvertretende Leiterin 
des Ministerbüros (Gabri-
el, Maas), stellvertretende 
Referatsleiterin im Referat 
E04 (EU Wirtschafts- und 
Finanzangelegenheiten) und 
Referentin für allgemeine 
Landwirtschafts-Politik, 
verantwortlich unter anderem 
für das Krisenmanagement 
bei Pandemien. Auch die 
EU-Öffentlichkeitsarbeit 

und die auswärtigen Bezie-
hungen der EU mit Staaten 
des Westbalkans gehörten 
zu ihren Aufgaben.

An der Deutschen Botschaft 
Rom war sie die Leiterin der 
politischen Abteilung, an 
der Deutschen Botschaft 
Laibach war Sie Kultur-, 
Presse und Protokoll Attaché.

Frau Grienberger studierte in 
Bonn, München, Wien und an 
der Michigan State Uni-
versity Agrarwissenschaft. 
Sie promovierte in Bonn.

Speakers
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Daniel Grütjen 
Executive Director, 
Deutsch-Türkische  
Jugendbrücke gGmbH

Daniel Grütjen is the Director 
of the German-Turkish Youth 
Bridge (Deutsch-Türkische 
Jugendbrücke gGmbH), the 
primary funding and infor-
mation agency for youth and 
school exchange programs 
between Germany and Turkey. 

Before this role, he served as 
Head of the Istanbul Office 
and Project Manager at 
Stiftung Mercator, as well as 
Coordinator of the Mercator- 
IPC Fellowship Program 
at Sabanci University. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Political and 
Social Science from the 
Free University of Berlin.
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Ekrem İmamoğlu
Mayor, City of Istanbul

He was born in 1970 in Akçaa-
bat district of Trabzon. After 
graduating from Trabzon High 
School, he won the Depart-
ment of Civil Engineering 
at Eastern Mediterranean 
University in the TRNC. After 
a while, he enrolled in the 
Department of Business Ad-
ministration at the Faculty 
of Communication at Girne 
American University. After 
two years of education in the 
TRNC, he transferred to Is-
tanbul University, Department 
of Business Administration 
in English and graduated in 
1994. Afterwards, he received 
his master's degree in Human 
Resources and Manage-
ment at Istanbul University.

In 1992, he started his career 
in the family company en-
gaged in construction and 
contracting works. He served 
as the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of this company.

He worked as a manager in 
Trabzonspor Football Club, 
Trabzonspor Basketball Club 
and Beylikdüzüspor Club.

He married his wife Dilek 
Kaya İmamoğlu in 1995. Their 
first son, Mehmet Selim, was 
born in 1997, their middle 
child Semih in 2005, and 
their daughter Beren in 2011.

He started his active political 
life in 2008 as a member of 
the Republican People's Party. 
In the 2009 local elections, he 
was a candidate for the Mayor 
of Beylikdüzü. In the same 

year, he was elected as the 
CHP Beylikdüzü District Chair-
man. In the 30 March 2014 
local elections, he became 
the CHP Beylikdüzü Mayor 
Candidate. He was elected as 
the Mayor of Beylikdüzü with 
50.83 percent of the votes. 
In the 2019 local elections, 
he became a candidate for 
Istanbul Metropolitan Munici-
pality. After the elections held 
on March 31, he was elected 
as the Mayor of Istanbul 
Metropolitan Municipality. 
With the completion of the 
recount procedures carried 
out as a result of the objec-
tions of the AK Party Istanbul 
Provincial Presidency, he took 
office on April 17, 2019. With 
the decision taken by the YSK 
on May 6, 2019, his certificate 
was canceled and the Istanbul 
Metropolitan Municipality 
elections were renewed on 
June 23, 2019. In the elections 
held on June 23, he was elec-
ted as the Mayor of Istanbul 
Metropolitan Municipality with 
54.21% of the votes. He took 
office on June 27, 2019. In the 
local elections held on March 
31, 2024, he was re-elec-
ted as the Mayor of Istanbul 
Metropolitan Municipality 
with 51.14% of the votes.

Held on June 5, 2024, the 
Union of Municipalities of 
Turkey (TBB) 6. He became its 
president. In the second term 
of his mayorship, he is hono-
red to provide equal service 
to the ancient city of Istanbul 
and 16 million Istanbulites.
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Gerald Knaus 
Founding Chairman, European 
Stability Initiative (ESI)

Gerald Knaus (Austria) is the 
European Stability Initia-
tive’s (ESI) founding chair-
man. In 2021, he received 
the Karl Carstens Award by 
the German Federal Acad-
emy for Security Policy. 

In 2020, he published the 
award-winning SPIEGEL 
bestseller “Welche Gren-
zen brauchen wir?” (“What 
Borders Do We Need?”) and 
in 2011, he wrote the book 
“Can Intervention Work?” 
with the British writer and 
politician Rory Stewart. 

He is a founding member 
of the European Council on 
Foreign Relations and was for 
five years an Associate Fellow 
at the Carr Center for Human 
Rights Policy at Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School. 
After studying in Oxford, 
Brussels, and Bologna, he 
taught university econom-
ics in Ukraine and spent ten 

years working for NGOs and 
international organisations in 
Bulgaria, Bosnia and Kosovo 
and has published extensively 
on migration, the rule of law 
in Europe and refugee issues, 
as well as on corruption.

He writes the blog www.
rumeliobserver.eu and 
tweets on @rumeliobserver
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Prof. Dr. Yusuf Leblebici
President, Sabanci 
University

Yusuf Leblebici received the 
B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees in 
electrical engineering from 
Istanbul Technical University, 
Istanbul, Turkey, in 1984 and 
1986, respectively, and the 
Ph.D. degree in electrical 
and computer engineering 
from the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign (UIUC), 
IL, USA, in 1990. Between 
1991 and 2000, he worked as 
a faculty member at UIUC, at 
Istanbul Technical University, 
and at Worcester Polytech-
nic Institute (WPI) where he 
established and directed the 
VLSI Design Laboratory. From 
1999 to 2002, he also served 
as the Microelectronics Pro-
gram Coordinator at Sabanci 
University. 

In 2002, Yusuf Leblebici 
became a Chair Professor at 
the Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology in Lausanne 
(EPFL) and Director of the 
Microelectronic Systems Lab-
oratory. In November 2018, he 
was appointed as President 
of Sabanci University. His 
research interests include the 
design of high-speed CMOS 

digital and mixed-signal inte-
grated circuits, computer-aid-
ed design of VLSI systems, 
intelligent sensor interfaces, 
modeling and simulation of 
semiconductor devices, and 
VLSI reliability analysis. He is 
the co-author of seven books 
(including two internationally 
acclaimed textbooks), as well 
as more than 250 articles pub-
lished in various journals and 
conferences.

Yusuf Leblebici has been the 
recipient of the prestigious 
Young Scientist Award of the 
Turkish Scientific and Tech-
nological Research Council in 
1995, and the "Joseph S. Satin 
Distinguished Fellow Award" in 
1999. He was elected as an IEEE 
Fellow in 2009, and as a Distin-
guished Lecturer of the IEEE 
Circuits and Systems Society 
for 2010–2011.
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Ayşem Sargın
Managing Director, Boeing 
Türkiye & Central Asia

Ayşem Sargın is the Managing 
Director of Boeing Türkiye 
and Central Asia. She leads 
the company’s strategy in the 
region, further strengthens 
existing partnerships, expands 
business opportunities and 
promotes visibility of Boeing 
in Türkiye and Central Asia. 

Sargın has more than 20 years 
of experience working with 
the governments of Türkiye 
and the United States. Prior 
to joining Boeing, she was 
the Government Affairs and 
Policy director for General 
Electric (GE) in Türkiye, where 
she set and led the company’s 
government engagement 
and policy strategy with a 
focus on expanding growth 
across all GE businesses. 

Previously, Sargın worked as 
the External Affairs Manager 
for British Petroleum Türkiye, 
where she worked with 
multiple public and private 
sector stakeholders for the 
realization of an interna-
tional gas pipeline project.

Prior to her private sector 
experience, Sargın worked 
for more than 10 years in the 
U.S. Embassy in Ankara. In 
her role as a Senior Eco-
nomic Advisor, she covered 
the U.S.- Türkiye trade and 
investment portfolio, with 
specific focus on the energy, 

aviation, healthcare and tele-
communications sectors. She 
engaged with government 
and private sector stakehold-
ers to promote a level playing 
field for U.S. businesses in 
Türkiye and to strengthen 
U.S.- Türkiye commercial ties.

Between 2019 - 2022, Sargın 
served as the Chairperson of 
the International Investors’ 
Association (YASED), which 
represents 85 percent of 
all FDI in Turkey. Currently, 
she is a Board Member in 
AmCham Türkiye and Şişe-
cam, one of the top players 
in global glass industry.

In her early career, Sargın 
worked for Türk Eximbank, 
where she developed an 
understanding of financial 
market operations and export 
financing mechanisms in Tür-
kiye. Sargın graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics from the Middle East 
Technical University, and she 
speaks Turkish and English.
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Karin Senz
Broadcasting Editor, SWR

Karin Senz war Leiterin 
des ARD-Hörfunkbüros in 
Istanbul und sieben Jahre 
Korrespondentin für die 
Türkei, den Iran und Zypern.

Sie lebte sieben Jahren in 
Istanbul. Neben der Bericht-
erstattung über das aktuelle 
Geschehen produzierte sie 
zahlreiche längere Feature 
für den Deutschlandfunk 
DLF und andere ARD-Sen-
der, zum Beispiel über das 
große Erdbeben, Zukunfts-
perspektiven junger Men-
schen, die Wahlen 2023 in 
der Türkei und das Leben 
unter Sanktionen im Iran.

Vor ihrer Tätigkeit als 
Korrespondentin in Istan-
bul arbeitete Karin Senz 
mehrfach im ARD-Haupt-
stadtstudio in Berlin. 

Außerdem begleitete sie 
unter anderem die Arbeit der 
Bundeswehr, der deutschen 

Polizei und von Entwick-
lungshelfern in Afghanis-
tan im Jahr 2002. Später
war sie mehrmals im ARD-
Studio in Kairo. Sie reiste für 
Reportagen nach Saudi-Ara-
bien und in den Libanon.

Von 2015 bis 2017 arbeitete 
Karin Senz als ARD-Kri-
senreporterin unter ande-
rem im Flüchtlingslager in 
Idomeni in Griechenland.

Beim SWR in Stuttgart war 
sie Mitinitiatorin des Projekts 
„Korrespondenten machen 
Schule“, das heute „Journalis-
mus macht Schule“ heißt.

Aufgewachsen ist sie in Nörd-
lingen in Bayern. Nach der 
Schule lebte sie ein Jahr lang 
in den USA und studierte un-
ter anderem „Medienethik“.
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Günter Seufert
Author and Founding Head 
of the Center for Applied 
Turkey Studies

Günter Seufert is a free 
lance author of books 
and expert opinions.

In 2023 he left the German 
Institute for International 
and Security Affairs (SWP) in 
Berlin where he worked for 
14 years first as research-
er and policy consultant 
and later as the founding 
head of the Center for 
Applied Turkey Studies.

Prior to this, Seufert taught 
as visiting associate pro-
fessor at the University of 
Cyprus, Nicosia and acted 
as the academic director of 
the Institute of the German 
Oriental Society (DMG) in 
Istanbul, today one of the 
Max-Weber-Institutes.

For several years he was 
an Istanbul-based journal-
ist for German-speaking 
print media and free lance 
author. Seufert holds a 
PhD in sociology from the 
University of Bremen and did 
post-doctoral research at 
the University of Lausanne.
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Mehmet Şimşek
Minister of Treasury and 
Finance, Republic of Turkey

Mehmet Şimşek served 
as the Deputy Prime Min-
ister for Economic and 
Financial Affairs of Tur-
key during 2015-2018.

He previously served as the 
Minister of Finance (2009-15), 
and as the Minister of Econo-
my (2007-09). He was elected 
to the Parliament for three 
terms (2007, 2011, 2015) rep-
resenting the ruling AK Party.

Mr. Şimşek has formulat-
ed the fiscal policy which 
has helped Turkey recover 
strongly from the global 
financial crisis. He has also 
undertaken far reaching re-
forms such as simplifying tax 
regulations, enhancing tax-
payers’ rights, and reducing 
the size of shadow economy.

During his 11 years of public 
service as a minister, Mr. 
Şimşek was a strong advo-
cate of structural reforms 
and prudent macroeconomic 
policies. The country’s strong 
fiscal position and reform 
efforts have helped Turkey 
weather multiple (domestic 
and external) shocks over 
the past decade. A credit 
guarantee scheme, enhanced 
under Mr. Şimşek’s lead-
ership, helped the country 
avoid a recession after the 
failed coup attempt in 2016.

Mr. Şimşek represented 
Turkey as a governor at G20, 
IMF, WB, OECD and IDB. 

He has regularly attended 
several international forums 
including the World Econom-
ic Forum in Davos, and the 
Bilderberg Group meetings.

Before entering politics, he 
worked for Merrill Lynch in 
London for seven years, ini-
tially as economist and strat-
egist, and later as the head 
of Fixed Income Strategy and 
Macro Economic Research 
for the emerging EMEA 
region (2005-2007). From 
1998 to 2000, he was a senior 
economist and bank analyst 
at Deutsche-Bender Securi-
ties in Istanbul. Earlier in his 
career, he worked on Wall 
Street for UBS Securities in 
New York (1997-1998), and as 
a senior economist at the US 
Embassy in Ankara (1993-97).

Mr. Şimşek holds a B.S. in 
Economics from Ankara 
University and worked as 
a research assistant in the 
University’s International 
Economics and Economic 
Development Department. He 
also studied in England after 
being awarded a competi-
tive Turkish State Scholar-
ship. He holds an M.PHil in 
Finance and Investments 
from Exeter University. Mr. 
Şimşek is also a member of 
the Global Economic Sympo-
sium (GES) advisory board.
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Nuh Yılmaz
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkey

May 2024 -
Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Türkiye

August 2023 - May 2024
Chairman of Center for 
Strategic Research (SAM), 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Türkiye

June 2023 - May 2024
Chief Adviser to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Türkiye

August 2013 - June 2023
National Intelligence 
Organization

January 2013 - August 2013
Producer, Briefing Room 
Program-24TV

January 2012 - August 2013
Lecturer, Marmara University

September 2012 - August 2013
Foreign News Director, Star
Newspaper

September 2012 - June 2013
Visiting Fellow, European
Council on Foreign  
Relations (ECFR)

August 2011 - February 2012
Head of Quality Assurance, 
Al Jazeera Turk

December 2008 - July 2011
Director, SETA Foundation, 
Washington, D.C.

June 2010 - July 2011
Representative, ATV, 
Washington, D.C.

September 2009 - May 2010
Representative, CNN Türk, 
Washington, D.C.

September 2007 – June 2008
Adjunct Professor, George 
Mason University

November 2006 - December 2008
Representative, STAR & 24, 
Washington, D.C.

2003 - 2007
Teaching Assistant, George 
Mason University

2001 - 2003
Teaching Assistant, 
Trent University

1999 - 2001
Teaching Assistant,  
Bilkent University
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Barçın Yinanç
Journalist

Barçın Yinanç is a jour-
nalist specializing in Tur-
key’s foreign policy and 
international relations.

She writes analysis and 
opinion articles for the news 
portal T24 and other outlets. 
Her articles in English are 
published in several outlets 
like TurkeyinDepth, Turkey 
Analyst. She also provides 
comments to news channels.

Yinanç started her career 
in Ankara in 1990; where 
she worked 15 years as a 
diplomatic reporter be-
fore moving to İstanbul, 
to work for CNN Türk.

Until September 2020 she 
was the opinion editor of the 
English language Hürriyet 
Daily News, where her col-
umns were also published.

Yinanç is invited as a speaker 
or moderator to numerous 
meetings of UN bodies, 
like UNDP and think tanks 
like the German Marshall 
Fund, Chatham House, 
Warsaw Security forum.

She is a member of the Dip-
lomatic Reporters Associa-
tion, Scientific Committee 
of Paris Bosphorus Institute, 
Board Member of the Berlin 
Istanbul Initiative, Global 
Relations Forum, the Centre 
for Economics and Foreign 
Policy Studies (EDAM). She 
is also a member of  Women 
in Foreign Policy Platform.

Barçın Yinanç speaks fluent 
English and French.
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BBUG Executive
Board & Trustees

Birgit Bohle, Member of the 
Board for Human Resources 
and Legal Affairs, Labor  
Director, Deutsche Telekom  
AG, Frankfurt (135. BBUG)

Dr. Thomas Buberl, CEO, AXA 
Group, Paris (130. BBUG)

Tanja Gönner, General Directo-
rate, BDI (Federation of German 
Industry), Berlin

Dr.-Ing. Stefan Hartung, Chair-
man of the Board of Manage-
ment, Robert Bosch GmbH, 
Gerlingen-Schillerhöhe  
(128. BBUG)

Ola Källenius, Chairman of the 
Board of Management, Merce-
des-Benz Group AG, Stuttgart 
(129. BBUG)

Dr.-Ing. E.h. Peter Leibinger, 
Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board, Leibinger SE, Ditzingen 
(112. BBUG)

Executive Board

Dr. Kurt Bock, Chairman of 
the Supervisory Board, BASF 
SE, Ludwigshafen (106. BBUG) 
(Chair)

Dr. Christine Bortenlänger,  
Former Executive Member of 
the Board, Deutsches 
Aktieninstitut e.V., Frankfurt 
(122.BBUG)  
(Deputy Chair)

Dr. Stephan Leithner, CEO, 
Deutsche Börse AG (117. BBUG)  
(Treasurer)
 
Kerstin Andreae, Chairwoman 
of the Management, BDEW 
(Federal Association of Energy 
and Water Management),  
Berlin (134. BBUG)

Hubertus von Baumbach, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Managing Directors, C. H. 
Boehringer Sohn AG & Co. KG, 
Ingelheim (123. BBUG)

Helene von Roeder, Member of 
the Executive Board and Chief 
Financial Officer, Merck KGaA, 
Darmstadt (130. BBUG)

Karl von Rohr, former Deputy 
CEO, Deutsche Bank AG,  
Frankfurt (129. BBUG)

Dr. Karl-Ludwig Kley, Chairman 
of the Supervisory Board, Deut-
sche Lufthansa AG, Frankfurt 
am Main (101. BBUG)  
(Honorary Chair) 

Board of Trustees  
 
Peter Adrian, President,  
DIHK (Association of German  
Chambers of Commerce  
and Industry), Berlin 

Oliver Bäte, CEO, Allianz SE, 
Munich

Burkhard Balz, Member of the 
Executive Board, Deutsche 
Bundesbank, Frankfurt  
(133. BBUG)

The “Baden-Baden Entrepreneur Talks” (BBUG e.V.) are a not 
for profit association established in 1955.  

Today, about 120 of the most important German companies, 
primarily from industry, make up its membership, including 
almost all of the DAX-40 corporations as well as a substan-
tial number of medium-sized ‘global players’ of the German 
“Mittelstand”. Together they represent the backbone of the 
German economy.  
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Dr.-Ing. Leonhard Birnbaum,  
CEO, E.ON SE, Essen

Dr. Roland Busch, CEO,  
Siemens AG, Munich

Dr. Rainer Dulger, President, 
BDA (German Federation of 
Employers’ Associations),  
Berlin 

Belén Garijo, M.D., Chair of 
the Executive Board and CEO, 
Merck KGaA, Darmstadt

Jochen Hanebeck, CEO,  
Infineon Technologies AG,  
Neubiberg

Martin Jäger, Ambassador  
of the Federal Republic of  
Germany to Ukraine (128. BBUG)

Hartmut Jenner, CEO and 
Chairman of the Management 
Board, Alfred Kärcher SE & Co. 
KG, Winnenden (111. BBUG)

Christian Klein, CEO, SAP SE, 
Walldorf 

Carsten Knobel, CEO,  
Henkel AG & Co. KGaA,  
Düsseldorf

Dr. Manfred Knof, Former CEO,  
Commerzbank AG, Frankfurt

Christian Kullmann, CEO,  
Evonik Industries AG, Essen 

Dr. Karl Lamprecht, CEO,  
Carl Zeiss AG, Oberkochen

Dr. Richard Lutz, CEO,  
Deutsche Bahn AG, Berlin 

Andrea Nahles, Chairwoman of 
the Executive Board, Federal 
Employment Agency (BA)

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Siegfried Russwurm, 
President, BDI (Federation of  
German Industry), Berlin  
(121. BBUG)

Wolfgang Schmidt, Member of 
the German Bundestag, Head 
of the Federal Chancellery and 
Federal Minister for Special Tasks, 
Berlin (135. BBUG)

Dipl.-Wirtsch.-Ing. Carsten Spohr, 
CEO, Deutsche Lufthansa AG, 
Frankfurt (123. BBUG)

Michael Theurer, Member of  
the Executive Board, Deutsche 
Bundesbank (140. BBUG)

Angela Titzrath, CEO, Hamburger 
Hafen und Logistik AG, Hamburg  
(121. BBUG)

Sonja Wärntges, CEO, Branicks  
Group AG, Frankfurt (135. BBUG)

Lars Wagner, CEO, MTU Aero  
Engines AG, Munich (144. BBUG)

Oliver Zipse, CEO, BMW AG,  
Munich (127. BBUG)
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Code of 
Conduct 
BBUG provides a safe and 
open space where executives 
come together to exchange 
ideas, learn, reflect and crit-
ically address the predomi-
nant questions of society and 
economy. In order to maintain 
the immediacy and openness 
that characterize our unique 
climate of open dialogue, we 
must ensure that participants 
can be certain that every-
thing they say will remain 
confidential - not only in the 
plenary discussion, but also 
during private conversations.

At every BBUG event, the 
Chatham House Rule applies 
as our mandatory minimum 
standard of confidentiality. It 
postulates that participants 
are free to use the informa-
tion received, but neither the 
identity nor the affiliation of 
the speaker may be disclosed 
without that person’s explicit 
permission. Participants at 
BBUG events agree to abide 
by this agreed-upon standard 
of confidentiality.

Please be considerate when 
using social media. It would 
violate the spirit of BBUG to 
quote speakers or other par-
ticipants, or to publish images 
of others who are not aware 
they are being photographed. 
At the same time, we encour-

age you to share personal 
experiences, thoughts and 
reflections on social media 
and through other channels.

Our tenet is simple: Please re-
spect the confidential space 
provided by BBUG and treat 
others the way you wish to be 
treated by them.

By registering for and par-
ticipating in the conference 
you agree to grant BBUG 
permission to freely use any 
photographs and/or video 
footage of you taken during 
your participation without 
remuneration for marketing 
and publicity purposes.

Dress appropriately, we 
recommend smart casual. 

Information

Salt Galata
Bankalar Caddesi 11
Karaköy 34421 Istanbul

Hotel

The Bank Hotel Istanbul
Azapkapı, Bankalar Cd. No:5 Karaköy,
34421 Beyoğlu/Istanbul

GALL GmbH

Claudia Gall
M +49 163 5461019

Conference Venue

BBUG Team

Michael Schwarz 
Managing Director
M +49 171 9333572

Beate Ando 
Senior Manager Programs 
and Alumni
M +49 151 22542905
 

Baden-Badener  
Unternehmer Gespräche e.V.
Lichtentaler Straße 92
76530 Baden-Baden
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