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Thu
20/6

Hotel Radisson
Leogrand

Fri
21/6

Digital Park
Castel Mimi, Chisinau

16:00

17:00

17:30

18:15

18:45

19:45

20:00

22:30

9:00

10:00

10:30

11:30

12:15

Bus transfer from airport for arrivals with

OS 655 at 12:45 and

LH 1558 at 1:15 pm

Welcome Coffee in the hotel (Room Blue Lounge)

Transfer

Welcome Remarks and Introduction to the Program
Michael Schwarz, Managing Director, BBUG

Beate Ando, Senior Manager Programs
and Alumni, BBUG

Introduction to Moldavia
Gerald Knaus, Chair, European Stability Initative

Speed Networking

Bus transfer to restaurant
Dinner

Black Rabbit,

Strada Vlaicu Parcalab 45,

Chisinau

Walk back to hotel (10 minutes)

Guided Walk through Europe’s least known capital
Transfer by bus to Digital Park

Introduction to the Program
Gerald Knaus, Chair, European Stability Initative

Lunch Break

Moldova's Path to Innovation and Prosperity
Carolina Bogatiuc, Citizens for Europe

Viorel Garaz, Secretary of State under the
Minister of Economy

Program
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13:00 Shaping Moldova's Future
Dorin Recean, Prime Minister Republic of Moldova

14:00 Moldova’s Energy - Strategic Independence from Russia
Victor Parlicov, Minister of Energy, Republic of Moldova

15:00 Coffee Break
156:15  The Security of a European Democracy
Radu Cisleanu, Director of the military intelligence

office, Ministry of Defence, Republic of Moldova

Stanislav Secrieru, National Security Advisor
to the President of the Republic of Moldova

16:00 Bus transfer to Castel Mimi
17:00 Coffee Break

17:30  Group Inputs!

18:30  Group Workshop

19:30  Dinner

22:00 Bus transfer to hotel

S at 5:30 Check-out and bus transfer to train station

22/6

Palace of Cultur

6:27  Train to lasi

11:27  Arrivalin lasi and transfer to
Continental Automotive Romania

Cetatuia Monastery 11:45  Visit Continental Automotive Romania
Hotel International Dragos Bohotineanu, Head of Product Group Zone and Body
(lasi, Romania) Controllers in BA Architecture and Networking, Continental lasi

Daniel Groza, Head of lasi Location
Anda Merlusca, Head of HR, Continental lasi

Marian Petrescu, Head of Computing Chassis Units,
Continental lasi
1 Group inputs are presentations by

participants with a 10-minute impulse
followed by a 20-minute discussion 4 Program B—BUG



Sun
23/6

Hotel International
(lasi, Romania)

15:00

15:30

16:45

18:30

19:30

19:50

8:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:15

12:30

13:30

5

Bus transfer to Culture House Mihai Ursachi
Art and Literature
Florin Lazarescu, Author, Founder of FILIT - The lasi

International Festival of Literature and Translation

Petra Carina Stadoleanu, Museographer,
Nicolae Gane Museum

Cultural Program
Visit of Cetatuia Monastery

Check-in Hotel

Walk to dinner location (ca. 20 min.)
Dinner

Restaurant Veranda

Strada Anastasie Panu nr. 46
700019 lasi

Guided City Tour on Foot

A University City at the Forefront of Innovation and Tradition
Mihai Chirica, Mayor, City of lasi

Group Inputs

Coffee Break

Debrief and Evaluation
Walk back to hotel
Light Lunch

Bus transfer to airport

Program B—BUG



,o0clety grows
great when old
men plant trees
whose shade
they know they
shall never sit In.”

Anonymous
Greek Proverb
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European
Stability
Initative

The European Stability Initiative (ESI) is a think
tank focusing on South East Europe and enlarge-
ment of the European Union. It has offices in Berlin,
Brussels and Istanbul.

The ESI was founded in June 1999 in Sarajevo. It
was founded as a research network to advance the
integration of the Balkans into the European Union
following the end of the Kosovo War. ESI's founding
chairman is Gerald Knaus.

ESl is a non-profit organisation and is financed by
donations. As of 2013, its projects on EU enlarge-
ment, capacity building, and human rights were
funded by the Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency, Stiftung Mercator, the Open
Society Foundations, and ERSTE Stiftung.

7 Knowledge Partner

Gerald Knaus, Founding

Chairman

Katharina Knaus, Senior

Analyst

Kristof Bender, Deputy

Chairman
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Ruth Bader Ginsbur;







Kristof Bender

Deputy Chairman and Senior
Analyst, European Stability
Initiative

Carolina Bogatiuc
Citizens for Europe

Kristof Bender (Austria) is
ESI's Deputy Chairman. He
leads various ESl research
projects on EU enlargement
and on South Eastern Europe.

Educated in sociology in
Vienna and Paris, he has
worked in South East Europe
in various capacities since
1997, including managing
higher education projects

in Bosnia for the World
University Service, as Attaché
for Humanitarian Affairs

in the Austrian Embassy in
Belgrade, and as a consultant
forvarious institutions, in-
cluding the Austrian Federal
Chancellery, DFID and SIDA.

Policy Fellow on EU affairs/
Former chief of staff to
the Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Foreign Affairs
and European Integra-
tion of the Republic of
Moldova, Nicu Popescu

10 Speakers

Part of the ES| team since
early 2000, Kristof has been
living in Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Macedonia, Mon-
tenegro and Serbia, and is
currently based in Vienna.
He is also a Europe’s Futures
fellow at the IWM Vienna
(Institut fur die Wissen-
schaften vom Menschen), a
board member of the Kosovo
Civil Society Foundation
(KCSF) and an advisory
board member of Institute
Alternativa (Montenegro).

B—BUG



Dragos Bohotineanu

Head of Product Group Zone
and Body Controllers in BA
Architecture and Network-
ing, Continental lasi

For more than 20 years
within Continental, having
various roles, starting with
SW development, Require-
ments engineering and then
different leadership posi-
tions, Dragos always pushed
the limits and tried to make
a difference for our cus-
tomers and our company.

Starting with 2011 until 2018,
as head of Body and Security
lasi, he had a crucial role in
the product portfolio exten-
sion and in the team increase
in lasi, thus becoming a

solid partner development
location for other Europe-
an Continental locations

and for European OEMs. In

1 Speakers

2018 he made a transition
towards a global executive
role, leading the System
Test team with presence in
18 locations worldwide.

From 2020 he changed the
focus to leading product
development, in the first 3
years being responsible for
Actuator Controls products
like door control units, seat
control units, liftgates and
sunroof control, while in his
latest role he leads the zone
and body controller product
group, driving the transfor-
mation to new E/E architec-
tures and ensuring profit-
able business and growth
for the product group.

B—BUG



Mihai Chirica
Mayor, City of lasi

Mihai Chirica wurde am 1.
September 1971in der Stadt
lasi geboren. Er besuchte die
Kurse des National College in
lasi, der Abteilung ,,Math-
ematik - Physik"”, dann der
Universitat ,Al”. |. Cuza” lasi
mit Schwerpunkt ,Geol-
ogie und Geophysik” und
Abschluss als Ingenieur.

Nach seinem Abschluss an
der Universitat , Al. I. Cuza“
arbeitet er im Juli 1995 an der
Forschungsstation , Stejarul”
in Piatra Neamt und besucht
parallel die Kurse des Master-
studiengangs ,Geologische
und Geophysikalische Inge-
nieurwissenschaften” an der
Universitat , Al. . Cuza', lasi.

Im Zeitraum 2005-2007
studierte er an der Technis-
chen Universitat ,,Gh. Asachi”
von lasi, MBA-Schule mit
Spezialisierung auf Or-
ganisationsmanagement.
Gleichzeitig belegt er an der-
selben Universitat den Mas-

terstudiengang ,Geotechnik”.

Im April 2012 trat er der
Sozialdemokratischen Partei,
Zweigstelle lasi, bei und

12 Speakers

wurde auf deren Listen als
lokaler Gemeinderat der PSD
- lasi Municipal Local Council
- gewahlt. Nach der Grind-
ung des Stadtrats, in den

er gewahlt wurde, ernannte
ihn dieser Rat zu einem der
Posten des stellvertretenden
Blrgermeisters der Ge-
meinde.[4] Ab 2013 wurde er
Prasident der Gemeindeor-
ganisation der PSD lasi.[5]

Nachdem der Blrger-
meister Gheorghe Nichita
suspendiert worden war,
wurde Chirica am 25. Mai
2015 zum Interimsbirger-
meister gewahlt.[6] Von der
Position des Interimsburger-
meisters aus wurde er dann
bei den Wahlen 2016 zum
Blrgermeister gewahlt und
war damit der 64. Burger-
meister der Gemeinde lasi.

Am 7. Méarz 2020 wurde er
vom Kreispolitischen Buro
der Partei in die PNL lasi
aufgenommen und als deren
Kandidat flir die Kommunal-
wahlen bekannt gegeben.

In der Kommunalwahl am

9. Juni 2024 wurde Chir-
icaim Amt bestatigt.

B—BUG



Radu Cigleanu

Director of the military
intelligence office, Ministry
of Defence, Republic of
Moldova

Viorel Garaz
Secretary of State under the
Minister of Economy

Professional Experience:
09/2019 - Ongoing - General
Manager CVC "Little Miles"

2014 - 2019 - Expert
IP "National Office of
Vine and Wine"

2013 - 2014 - Director of the
Association
"Moldovan Wine Guild"

2011 - 2013 - Assistant to the
Deputy of the Parliament of
the Republic of Moldova

2007 - 2011 - Commercial
Director SC "Business Global
Parc" SRL (Member of IMC
Group)

13 Speakers

2004 - 2007 - Manager
Lobi-GP SRL

Education and Training:
2001-2005 - BA in Economics
(Specialized in Accounting
and Audit) Academy of
Economic Studies of Moldova

2014 - 2019 - BA in Law State
University of Moldova

2016 - Advanced Qualification
for Professionals Working
in the Wine Industry Wine
and Spirit Education Trust

B—BUG



Cristina Gherasimov
Deputy Prime Minister for
European Integration,
Republic of Moldova

Daniel Groza
Head of lasi Location

Cristina Gherasimov is the
Deputy Prime Minister for
European Integration of

the Republic of Moldova in
the Recean cabinet. In this
function, she is leading the
talks on Moldova's accession
to the European Union.

Previously, she was a research
associate at the Robert
Bosch Center for Central

and Eastern Europe, Russia
and Central Asia at the
German Council on

Foreign Relations.

Daniel joined the Conti-
nental team in 2006. For
more than 18 years within
the organization, Daniel
strived for technological
excellence in his various
roles as Test Engineer, team
leader, group leader, Head
of Interior Body and Secu-
rity lasi business area, Head
of Vehicle Networking and
Information lasi business area
and then as Head of Archi-
tecture & Networking in lasi.

14 Speakers

She worked at Transpar-
ency International Defense
and Security and holds

a doctorate in political
science from Rutgers
University, New Jersey.

In 2023, Daniel took over the
management of the Research
& Development center in lasi
and he is actively involved in
bringing new state-of-the-art
technology projects, while
growing the competencies

of the team and maintain-

ing the strong partnership
with local universities.
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Gerald Knaus
Founding Chairman, European
Stability Initiative (ESI)

Katharina Knaus
Senior Analyst, European
Stability Initiative (ESI)

Gerald Knaus (Austria) is the
European Stability Initia-
tive’s (ESI) founding chair-
man. In 2021, he received
the Karl Carstens Award by
the German Federal Acad-
emy for Security Policy.

In 2020, he published the
award-winning SPIEGEL
bestseller “Welche Gren-
zen brauchen wir?2” (“What
Borders Do We Need?”) and
in 2011, he wrote the book
“Can Intervention Work?2”
with the British writer and
politician Rory Stewart.

He is a founding member

of the European Council on
Foreign Relations and was for
five years an Associate Fellow
at the Carr Center for Human

Katharina Knaus is senior
analyst at ESI Berlin.

Besides other languages

Katharina speaks fluent Turk-
ish and has been a member of
ESI’s Turkey team since 2006.

She studied law in Vienna
and Brussels. She worked
as a counsellor for refugees
from Bosnia and published
articles on EU refugee law.

From 1997 she worked in

Sarajevo for the Boltzmann
Institute for Human Rights,

15 Speakers

Rights Policy at Harvard
University’s Kennedy School.
After studying in Oxford,
Brussels, and Bologna, he
taught university econom-
ics in Ukraine and spent ten
years working for NGOs and
international organisations in
Bulgaria, Bosnia and Kosovo
and has published extensively
on migration, the rule of law
in Europe and refugee issues,
as well as on corruption.

He writes the blog www.
rumeliobserver.eu and
tweets on @rumeliobserver

reporting on war crimes in
Bosnia and Kosovo. She then
worked for the OSCE and

the Human Rights Coordina-
tion Centre at the Office of
the High Representative in
Sarajevo, reporting on human
rights violations and refugee
returns.

She has also published on
human trafficking in South-
east Europe.
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Florin Lazarescu
Author, Founder of FILIT -

The lasi International Festival

of Literature and Translation

Anda Merlusca
Head of HR Continental lasi

Florin Lazarescu is a Roma-
nian writer and screenwriter
whose books have been
translated into several
languages and won literary
awards.

In 2015, he wrote the screen-
play for the film “Aferim!”,
which won the Silver Bear at
the Berlinale and was nomi-
nated for the European Film
Award for Best Screenplay.

Lazarescu is a founding
member and artistic director

of the lasi International Festival
of Literature and Translation

(FILIT), one of the largest
literary festivals in Europe,

which brings together authors

and book professionals,
including international Nobel

With 18 years of experience
in HR, Anda dedicated her
work to promoting contin-
uous business growth by
empowering and motivat-
ing employees to achieve
their full potential.

With an education back-
ground in Psychology, a
masters degree in Human
Resources Management and
a foundation on System-

ic Coaching, Anda started
her journey in Continen-
talin 2006, as HR intern.
She spent the next 8 years
in the recruitment team

16 Speakers

Prize winners, every year in
October. FILIT is the largest
project of the National Muse-
um of Romanian Literature in
lasi, which currently operates
17 museums.

and in the role of Business
Partner, delivering talent
acquisition, retention and
motivation solutions.

For the next 10 years,
Anda took over the Head
of HR lasi role, bringing
her contribution to grow-
ing business through the
most valuable asset - the
people of Continental.

She believes that Human
Relations encompasses
the togetherness of emo-
tions in business, principle
that guided her in build-
ing the work ethics.

B—BUG



Victor Parlikov
Minister of Energy, Republic
of Moldova

Marian Petrescu
Head of Computing Chassis
Units, Continental lasi

Victor Parlicov has been
Minister of the newly
created Ministry of Energy
since February 2023.

The energy expert worked
for many years as a consult-
ant and project managerin
the energy sector, including
for World Bank projects.

Among other things, he
was Director of the National
Agency for Energy Regulation.

For 18 years within the Conti-
nental team, Marian has been
actively working to bring new
complete state-of-the-art
technology projects in lasi.

Through his vision, Marian
constantly brings his
contribution to the compa-
ny’s unity. He believes that
people diversity and learning
capabilities are developing
the organization towards an
agile culture environment
while expanding the projects
portfolio brought to lasi.

In the last year, by having a
global role with responsibil-
ities for the Product Center
Computing and Chassis
Units, Marian focused on
developing a strategy for
expanding the current

17 Speakers

After the energy crisis in
2021and 2022, the Ministry

of Infrastructure and Regional
Development was restructured
and the new Ministry of Energy
was created to work on Moldova's
energy independence.

product portfolio beside
Europe towards Asian and

US markets by building

up the organization from

the product development,
engineering development,
operations, quality until sales.

B—BUG



Dorin Recean
Prime Minister, Republic of
Moldova

Stanislav Secrieru
National Security Advisor
to the President of the
Republic of Moldova

Dorin Recean has been Prime
Minister of the Republic of
Moldova since February 2023.

An economist with a Mas-
ter's degree from Newport
International University,
Belgium, he taught for
several years at the Acad-
emy of Economic Studies
and Newport International
University, both in Chisinau.

From 2012 - 2015, he was Min-
ister of Interior, after which
he worked in the IT industry,
where he specialized in data
and information analysis.

Stanislav Secrieru is National
Security Advisor to the
President of the Republic

of Moldova.

Previously, he was a Senior
Analyst at the European
Union Institute for Security
Studies where he report-
ed on Russia and the EU's
Eastern Neighborhood. He
was also a Senior Research
Fellow at the Polish Insti-
tute of International Affairs
and a Policy Analyst at the
Open Society European
Policy Institute in Brussels.

18 Speakers

Since 2022, Recean was
Maia Sandus Security
Advisor and Secretary
of the Supreme Security
Council of the Republic
of Moldova before be-
coming Prime Minister.

He was a visiting scholar at
the NATO Defense College in
Rome (2006), at the Institute
for European Politics in Berlin
(2009-2010) and at the New
Europe College in Bucharest
(2011-2012). Secrieru worked
for the European Council

on Foreign Relations. The
political scientist earned his
doctorate in Bucharest.
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Petra Carina Stadoleanu
Museographer, Nicolae Gane
Museum

Dan Zaharia
Senior Consultant, Extind

Petra Carina Stadoleanu is

a museographer, researcher
at the Nicolae Gane Museum
and art gallery, one of the 17
museums belonging to the
National Literature Museum
in lasi.

Petra belongs to the young
generation of lasi, who went
abroad to study. After sev-
eral years studying aviation
management in Cologne and
working in Luxembourg, Petra
returned to lasi and helps
promoting the art of lasi of
the 20st and 21st century.

Dan Zaharia manages Fab
Lab lasi, a “working space and
event location” and is a senior
consultant at Extind, a real
estate company specializing
in modern office spaces.

Dan has an MBA from ASE
Bucharest and more than 20
years of experience in man-
agement and business devel-
opment. He writes and speaks
about the development of the
IT and outsourcing industry in
Romania.
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BBUG Executive
Board & Trustees

The “Baden-Baden Entrepreneur Talks” (BBUG e.V.) are a not
for profit association established in 1955.

Today, about 120 of the most important German companies,
primarily from industry, make up its membership, including
almost all of the DAX-40 corporations as well as a substan-
tial number of medium-sized ‘global players’ of the German
“Mittelstand”. Together they represent the backbone of the

German economy.

Dr. Kurt Bock, Chairman of
the Supervisory Board, BASF
SE, Ludwigshafen (106. BBUG)
(Chair)

Dr. Christine Bortenlanger, Exe-
cutive Member of the Board,
Deutsches Aktieninstitut eV,
Frankfurt (122. BBUG)

(Deputy Chair)

Dr. Stephan Leithner, Member
of the Board, Deutsche Borse
AG, Frankfurt (117. BBUG)
(Treasurer)

Kerstin Andreae, Chairwoman
of the Management, BDEW
(Federal Association of Energy
and Water Management),
Berlin (134. BBUG)

Hubertus von Baumbach,
Chairman of the Board of
Managing Directors, C. H.
Boehringer Sohn AG & Co. KG,
Ingelheim (123. BBUG)

Birgit Bohle, Member of the
Board for Human Resources
and Legal Affairs, Labor
Director, Deutsche Telekom
AG, Frankfurt (135. BBUG)

Dr. Thomas Buberl, CEO, AXA
Group, Paris (130. BBUG)

Tanja Gonner, General Directo-
rate, BDI (Federation of German
Industry), Berlin

Dr-Ing. Stefan Hartung, Chair-
man of the Board of Manage-
ment, Robert Bosch GmbH,
Gerlingen-Schillerhdhe

(128. BBUG)

Ola Kallenius, Chairman of the

Board of Management, Merce-
des-Benz Group AG, Stuttgart

(129. BBUG)

Dr-Ing. E.h. Peter Leibinger,
Chairman of the Supervisory
Board, Leibinger SE, Ditzingen
(112. BBUG)
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Helene von Roeder, Member of
the Executive Board and Chief
Financial Officer, Merck KGaA,

Darmstadt (130. BBUG)

Karl von Rohr, former Deputy
CEOQ, Deutsche Bank AG,
Frankfurt (129. BBUG)

Dr. Karl-Ludwig Kley, Chairman
of the Supervisory Board, Deut-
sche Lufthansa AG, Frankfurt
am Main (101. BBUG)

(Honorary Chair)

Peter Adrian, President, DIHK
(Association of German
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry), Berlin

Oliver Bate, CEQ, Allianz SE,
Munich

Burkhard Balz, Member of the
Executive Board, Deutsche
Bundesbank, Frankfurt

(133. BBUG)
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Dr-Ing. Leonhard Birnbaum,
CEQO, E.ON SE, Essen

Dr. Roland Busch, CEO,
Siemens AG, Munich

Dr. Rainer Dulger, President,
BDA (German Federation of
Employers’ Associations),
Berlin

Belén Garijo, M.D., Chair of
the Executive Board and CEO,
Merck KGaA, Darmstadt

Jochen Hanebeck, CEO,
Infineon Technologies AG,
Neubiberg

Martin Jager, Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of
Germany to Ukraine (128. BBUG)

Hartmut Jenner, CEO and
Chairman of the Management
Board, Alfred Karcher SE & Co.
KG, Winnenden (111. BBUG)

Christian Klein, CEO, SAP SE,
Walldorf

Carsten Knobel, CEO,
Henkel AG & Co. KGaA,
Dusseldorf

Dr. Manfred Knof, CEO,
Commerzbank AG, Frankfurt

Christian Kullmann, CEO,
Evonik Industries AG, Essen

Dr. Karl Lamprecht, CEO,
Carl Zeiss AG, Oberkochen

Dr. Richard Lutz, CEOQ,
Deutsche Bahn AG, Berlin

Andrea Nahles, Chairwoman of
the Executive Board, Federal
Employment Agency (BA)

Prof. Dr-Ing. Siegfried Russwurm,
President, BDI (Federation of
German Industry), Berlin

(121. BBUG)

Wolfgang Schmidt, Member of
the German Bundestag, Head

of the Federal Chancellery and
Federal Minister for Special Tasks,
Berlin (135. BBUG)

Dipl-Wirtsch-Ing. Carsten Spohr,
CEO, Deutsche Lufthansa AG,
Frankfurt (123. BBUG)

Michael Theurer, Member of the
German Bundestag and Parlia-
mentary State Secretary to the
Federal Minister for Digital and
Transport, Berlin (140. BBUG)

Angela Titzrath, CEO, Hamburger
Hafen und Logistik AG, Hamburg
(121. BBUG)

Sonja Warntges, CEO, Branicks
Group AG, Frankfurt (135. BBUG)

Lars Wagner, CEO, MTU Aero
Engines AG, Munich (144. BBUG)

Oliver Zipse, CEO, BMW AG,
Munich (127. BBUG)

21 Information

B—BUG



Code of
Conduct

BBUG provides a safe and
open space where executives
come together to exchange
ideas, learn, reflect and crit-
ically address the predomi-
nant questions of society and
economy. In order to maintain
the immediacy and openness
that characterize our unique
climate of open dialogue, we
must ensure that participants
can be certain that every-
thing they say will remain
confidential - not only in the
plenary discussion, but also
during private conversations.

At every BBUG event, the
Chatham House Rule applies
as our mandatory minimum
standard of confidentiality. It
postulates that participants
are free to use the informa-
tion received, but neither the
identity nor the affiliation of
the speaker may be disclosed
without that person’s explicit
permission. Participants at
BBUG events agree to abide
by this agreed-upon standard
of confidentiality.

Please be considerate when
using social media. It would
violate the spirit of BBUG to
quote speakers or other par-
ticipants, or to publish images
of others who are not aware
they are being photographed.
At the same time, we encour-

age you to share personal
experiences, thoughts and
reflections on social media
and through other channels.

Our tenet is simple: Please re-
spect the confidential space
provided by BBUG and treat
others the way you wish to be
treated by them.

By registering for and par-
ticipating in the conference
you agree to grant BBUG
permission to freely use any
photographs and/or video
footage of you taken during
your participation without
remuneration for marketing
and publicity purposes.

Dress appropriately, we
recommend smart casual.
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Conference Venue

Digital Park
Castel Mimi, Chisinau
Palace of Culture, lasi, Romania

Hotel

Hotel Radisson Leogrand
Mitropolit Varlaam St 77,
Chisinau 2012, Republic of Moldova

Hotel International
Strada Palat 5A, lasi 700032,
Romania

ITC

Jobst Rottmann
M +49 177 5149611

BBUG Team

Michael Schwarz
Managing Director
M +49 1719333572

Beate Ando

Senior Manager Programs
and Alumni

M +49 15122542905

Baden-Badener
Unternehmer Gesprache eV.
Lichtentaler Straf3e 92
76530 Baden-Baden
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